
MEET THE TEACHER
Early Years Foundation Stage

Nursery • Caterpillar  |  Reception • Butterfly

A warm welcome to our EYFS families

🦋🐛



Meet our EYFS team
Two classes, one team — working together to support every child.

Reception

🦋  BUTTERFLY

Teachers

Miss Edwin
Miss Felicia

Teaching Assistants

Miss Shereen
Miss Maryam
Ms Hussein

Nursery

🐛  CATERPILLAR

Teacher

Miss Diamond

Teaching Assistant

Ms Sherry

We work closely across both classes to ensure consistency, care and a 
smooth transition.
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Learning in EYFS
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage framework through meaningful experiences.

Communication & Language

Listening, attention, understanding and speaking

Personal, Social & Emotional

Relationships, self-regulation, confidence and wellbeing

Physical Development

Gross motor, fine motor, health and independence

Literacy

Stories, rhymes, phonics, mark-making and early writing

Mathematics

Number, counting, patterns, shape, space and measure

Understanding the World

People, communities, nature, technology and investigation

Expressive Arts & Design

Music, movement, art, role play and creativity
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Organisation of our Early Years Centre

3

Caterpillar Room- Focus on creative activities, role play, construction and water play



Organisation of our Early Years Centre

3

Butterfly Room - Focus on literacy (writing, mark making),maths, fine motor, 
phonics



There are 3 Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning in Early 
Years Foundation Stage:

Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and 
‘have a go’.

Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they 
encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements.

Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own 
ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

The Characteristics of effective teaching and learning



Topics for the year

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic 1 Our Family! The World Water/ 
Undersea

Changes and 
Growth 

Transport/ 
Journeys

‘Once upon 
a time…’

Topic 2 People

who help us
Celebrations Animals/ 

Arctic 
Animals

Life cycles of 
plants and 
minibeast

Adventure Traditional 
Tales linked 
to animals 
and toys



What does a day in EYFS look like?
A balance of child-led play, adult-guided learning and routines.

��Welcome & settling

Arrival, greetings and exploring 
provision

��Learning through 
play

Child-initiated and adult-supported 
activities

��Group time

Stories, songs, phonics and 
focused learning

��Snack & routines

Healthy choices, hygiene and 
independence

��Indoor & outdoor

Movement, investigation and 
imaginative play

��Home time

Reflection, sharing and a positive 
goodbye
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Nursery 



Reception 



Weekly Routines

Monday

• Bring in reading book 
and reading records

• Reading books will 
be sent home

Tuesday

• Bring in homework
• Homework will be 

sent home on Friday

Thursday
• Homework will be sent 

out (usually from 
Autumn 2

• P.E - children should 
come to school dressed 
in their P.E kit

Friday

• Achievement 
Assembly



Learning Expectation

● Whole class (Nursery & Reception children): will receive learning input in 
all areas of learning, first by the class teacher for 10 minutes.

● Nursery children will be given further support in a smaller group by a 
member of the team.

● Reception children will stay with the class teacher to continue their 
learning.

● Focus activities: Children will receive focus activities with the class 
teacher and member of the team.

● Intervention: will be provided once or twice a week for further support.
● One to one reading/Phonics: Weekly.



End of Year Expectations for Nursery

By the end of nursery, children should demonstrate:
● Increasing independence in self-care, use simple sentences to 

express themselves, and engage in back-and-forth conversations.
● They will be able to join in with physical activities.
● Explore and use natural materials.
● Children will have developed a preference for a dominant hand.
● Children will begin to make marks that carry meaning, creating 

representations of people and objects.
● They will have some understanding of basic sounds in words, like 

rhyming and initial sounds. They can hear and say initial sounds in words 
and recognise rhyming words.

● Maths: Children will recognise familiar shapes and numbers in their 
environment.



By the end of Reception, children should demonstrate:

● Personal, social, and emotional development:

Children are to show independence and confidence. Regulate their emotions and form 
positive relationships with adults and other children.

● Communication and language development:

Listening attentively, following instructions and communicate effectively.

● Physical development:

Move with control and coordination. Using tools for writing and creative tasks.

● Literacy:

Use phonics to read and write simple sentences.

● Mathematics:

End of Year Expectations for Reception



Keeping in touch
Good communication between home and school helps children thrive.

ClassDojo
Our main channel for class communication

•  Class updates, reminders and important messages

•  Sharing children's learning and achievements

•  A quick way to celebrate progress together

•  Please check ClassDojo regularly so you don't miss 
updates

HOME  ↔  SCHOOL

We value your questions, ideas 
and feedback.

Please speak to a member of 
the team if you need support.

📱

https://teach.classdojo.com/#/classes/6a9
8a6ea5c5fd13a00d6982f/points



Learning Journeys – Be a part of the Experience!
.

• Each week we will choose 2 children to

focus on

• You will be informed when it’s your child’s 
turn

• Take pictures and videos of all the fun 

things you do over the weekend and  

share with us by uploading them class 

dojo



Children are taught to read sounds not letters

After the first 5 weeks, the reception age children will be assessed and given a 
reading level

Children will take a reading for pleasure book home

From spring term 2 books to go home each week – one word blending/ or once at 
their reading level and another book for pleasure

Each book should be read at home and record signed– you may want to write a 
short note:
‘Kyle found this book a little difficult but we kept trying’

Phonics & Reading



Books will be changed on Mondays – please send in your child's reading book and 
book bag to school

Each child will be read with at least once a week at school

Phonics & Reading



All children start the day on green are expected to finish the day on green. If 
they finish on green they get a star their picture stays on Green.

If a child does something exceptional, their picture will move up to gold 
cloud and they will receive the “Going for Gold” certificate.

If a child has been given 3 warnings and continues to make poor choices, their 
picture will move down to the blue cloud.

If child continues to make poor choices or has another warning they go down 
to the white cloud. If a very serious choice (hitting or hurting) they move 
down to blue immediately.

We also use class dojo to praise children for their good efforts and behaviour 
throughout the day.

Behaviour in the Early Years



Trips and Enrichment

• Educational trips and visits 
will be used to support your 
child’s learning in class.

• Trips usually take place 
during school hours and 
volunteers are normally 
needed.

• We will always inform you of 
a trip due to take place 
with a letter, email or text



Attendance in EYFS

• Children can be dropped off from 8:45 am at
• the class

• Coats and larger bags are put on named pegs

• The classroom doors will be locked at 9.00am. Any 
child that arrives later than 9:00am will need to 

enter via the Office and will be marked in as late.

• If your child is sick please remember let us know via 
the Studybug app or call the office and let them 

know.

• Children should keep attendance above 96%.



Pick up in EYFS

• Children are collected at 3:20pm from the 
classroom door.

• Children can only go home with adults we have 
permission to send home with (if not being 
collected by their guardians)

• Please inform the office if there are any 
alternative arrangements for the day.

• Please ensure contact details and home details are 
up to date.



How we can work together
Small things at home make a big difference in your child's independence.

At home, you can help by…

•  Reading and talking together every day

•  Encouraging children to dress, tidy and 
look after their belongings

•  Practising sharing, turn-taking and using 
kind words

•  Counting in everyday situations — stairs, 
toys, food, shopping

•  Celebrating effort rather than perfection

Together, we can help 
children…

💛 Feel secure
🌱 Become independent
🔎 Stay curious

🗣 Communicate confidently
✨ Love learning
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Little things you do already that help your child feel ready
Independence is a big part of our EYFS journey.

Coats & shoes

Practice putting on, taking off and fastening where 
possible.

Toileting

Encourage children to manage routines independently 
and tell an adult when they need help.

Belongings

Help children recognise and look after their own things.

Eating & drinking

Encourage children to use utensils, open containers and 
tidy up.

Vauxhall Primary School • EYFS 8



The first few weeks
Settling in looks different for every child — and that's okay.

Some children may…

•  Be excited and ready to explore

•  Need extra reassurance at drop-off

•  Take time to join in or talk

•  Have big feelings as they adjust to a new 
routine

Our approach

Warm welcome
Predictable routines

Gentle encouragement
Positive relationships

Lots of praise

If you have concerns, please talk to us — we are 
here to help.



THANK YOU
We can't wait to learn, laugh and grow together!
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Communication: ClassDojo


